In the Claims (Clean copy as amended) 



(Amended) A cervical brace comprising: 

a cnest plate adapted to be secured to the thorax of a wearer; and 

a chin strut including means for attachment to said chest plate and means for 

attachment to a chin support of a cervical collar, said chin support adapted to be 

disposed adjacent a wearer's chin. 
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2. (As filed)\ The cervical brace of claim 1 5 wherein said chest plate comprises a 
vest. 

3. (As filed) Tl^p cervical brace of claim 2, wherein said vest comprises a chest plate 
and a back plate. 



4. (As filed) The\cervical brace of claim 1, wherein said chin strut extends in a 
straight line from the che^t plate to the chin support. 

5. (As filed) The cereal brace of claim 1, wherein the chin support is adjustable 
relative to the chest plate. 

6. (As filed) The cervical collar of claim 5, wherein adjustability is provided due to 
attachment of said chin support and said chest plate using hook-and-loop fasteners. 

7. (As filed) The cervical bl(ace of claim 1, further comprising: 
a back plate; 
an occipital support; and 

a rear strut extending betwden said occipital support and said back plate. . 
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8. (A: 
back plat 

9. (A: 



10. (A: 
eccentric 
plate. 



filed) The cervical brace of claim 7 further including straps for securing said 
to said chest plate. 

filed) The cervical brace of claim 7 wherein said rear strut is adjustable and 



(J^ further cojnprises a strut lock. 



filed) The cervical brace of claim 9 wherein said strut lock comprises an 
ever for locking one end of said rear strut to a bracket affixed to said back 



1 1 . (As filed) A cervical brace comprising: 

a cendcal collar having front and rear portions, wherein said rear portion 

comprise^van occipital support; 

a vest comprising a front plate and a back plate; and 

a rear strut extending between said occipital support and said back plate. 

12. (As filed) The brace\f claim 11, further comprising a rear strut latch, whereby 
the relative position of said rear strut may be adjusted both angularly and vertically. 



13. (As filed) The brace of claimX^, further comprising a latch and latch housing 
disposed on said rear portion. 

14. (As filed! The brace of claim 13, wherein said latch and latch housing comprise 
an eccentric element that moves into and out of engagement with a locking mechanism, 
whereby the angle of the rear strut relative to the rear portion may be adjusted. 
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15. (As^ed) The brace of claim 13, wherein said latch housing comprises one or 
more receiving^elements that engage the latch to adjust the relative distance between the 
cervical collar ancfthe vest. 

16. (As filed) The brace of claim 15, wherein said latch housing and said latch 
comprise corresponding serrated surfaces that move into and out of engagement upon 
rotation ofteaid latch relative to said housing. 

17. (As fried) The brace of claim 11, further comprising a head strap extending from 
said occipital support. 

18. (Amended^ The brace of claim 13, wherein said latch housing comprises one or 
more extensions and the vest comprises one or more locking slots, whereby said 
extensions and said locking slots engage said rear strut with said vest. 

19. (As filed) A method of supporting one of the cervical spine or upper thoracic 
spine of an injured patient comprising: 

attaching a cervicaRcollar to the patient; 

attaching a chin struft from an edge of the cervical collar adjacent the chin of the 
patient to a chest plataand adjusting the relative position of the head by selecting a 
relative position betwean the chin strut and the chest plate; and 
attaching the chest plateVo the patient's thorax. 



20. (As filed) The method of claim 19, further comprising: 
attaching an occipital support to the patient; 
attaching a rear strut to the bccipital support; 
attaching a back plate to the patient; and 

adjusting the rear strut and locking the rear strut to the back plate. 
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(As filed) A cervical brace comprising: 

a cervical collar having front and rear portions, wherein said rear portion 

mprises an occipital support; 
a vest comprising a front plate and a back plate; 
means for attaching said front plate to said back plate; 
meansVor attaching said collar and vest; and 
a head strap extending from said occipital support. 



22. (As filed) Aicervical brace comprising: 

a cervical collar having front and rear portions, wherein said rear portion 
comprises an occipital support; 

a vest comprising aVront plate and a back plate means for attaching said front 
plate to said back platep^nd 

a rear strut extending froiti\said back plate to said rear portion. 

23. (As filed) The cervical brace fcf claim 22 wherein said rear strut includes means 
for independently adjusting the height an^ angle of attachment of said rear strut to said 
back plate. 



24. (As filedn A cervical brace comprising: 

a cervicali collar having front and rear portions, wherein said rear portion 
comprises in occipital support; 

a vest comprising a front plate and a back plate, and means for attachment of said 
front plate to^said front portion, wherein said back plate is free from attachment to 
said rear portibn. 



25. (As filed) A cefivical brace comprising: 
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a cervical collar having front and rear portions, wherein said rear portion 
comprises an occipital support; 

__i 
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